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McCONNELL CHAMPION

EASY WIN IN WESTERN

FINAL

(By Our Spe‘cial Representative.)

The West of Ircland Golf Championship
wns decided at Rosses Point, yesterday,
when . G. McConnell (Dun Laoghairo
and. Portmarnock) defeated E. D. MacCor-
mack. (Grange) by ¢ and 5 in the final.
This is the first oceasion on which MeCon-
nell has secured championship honours,
though he has figured in no fewer than four
finals. Though one may be inclined to

si'mpath’Aslo. with his youthful opponent,
who batdled it out bravely In the .face: of
adversity, onc cannot get away from the
fact that the more polwshed golfer won.

It was MacCormack’s first appearance in
2 chiampionship final and his play in the
morning round appeared to be affected by
a_certain amount of stage fnght.-.Mcan-
nell had years of experience behind him
and though his golf was by no means as
good as one would have expected, -he in-
variably managed fo go one beiter than
his opponent.

A considerable amount of interest was
cvinced . in the last stage, and there. was
a b!gr gallery- when tho_ finalists started
off. 'The putiing of both players at the first
hole was weak, and a half in 5 resulted.
MacCormack found a bunker to the left of
the greon with his drive to the second, and
McConnell, being pin high in two, scemed
assured of a win. The Grange man, how-
ever, sank a long put to halve the hole in
four. MacCormack pushed his tee shot into
the rushes at the short 3rd. and McConnell,
heing at the pin in two, was not asked to
putt, and became one up. A series of
disasters befell the champion at-the {th,
and he eventually gave up the hole to al-
low his opponent to square.

WEAK PUTTING. )

McConunell threw the next hwlo away, and
though MacCormack only munaged to get cn
with his fourth, he obtained a half in five. Ma<-
Carmack was only inches wide with a ten yurds
putt at the 6th for a haif, but ho squnared at the
next, where MeConnell picked up aiter {ailing to
get out of a bunker in two. 'The 8th was halved,
But MacCormack sinking a feven yards putt to
beat bogey by two at the 9th, turncd for hoine
one up.

Up to this point McConnell’'s putling, which was
siich a feature of his play on the previous day,
was weak. McConnell squared at the 30th. and
winning the next hele in five became onc up.
Tho champion, Uthough bundered off hiz drive.
should have won the 12th, but he made amends
at  tho 13th, where MacCormack — was
ju and out ot the cun in four to hecome Iwe
down. From thiy er the tide flowed in {favour
of the champion, while disaster after disaster
attended the efforts of his opponent. Both the
15th and 16th were won by McConnell, and
followirng 2 half at the 177th the champion sank
a difficult putt on thc home green to finish the
round five up. : '

THE SECOND ROUND. ]

With such a big deticit, many thouzht that
MacCormack wounld fall away defore hall the tinal
torind had been completed. A surprisc  wag,
therefore, in store, when after dividing the first
two holes he sank a three yarder at the 3rd to
reduce the lead. The Grange man sccured two
goorl halves at the 4th and. Sth, being stymied .
at the latter, and then M‘Connell, picking up at
the 8th, he was only three down. MacCorimick
up to this stape had been playiog par golf,
and he appeared to have recovered from his
nervousness of the merning, M'Connell had &
two-fool putt for & win at the 7th, but was ofl
the line and the lhole was hulved. MacCormack
was in troublec at the 8th, which he lost in §
to 8, and, the next hole being halyved, he turacd
four down. MacCormack’s drive to the 10th
was short .and. his pitch up over-running the
grcen, he lost the hole to a par 3.

1t was obvious at this stage that nothing
shott of a miracle conld prolong the game more
than another thiree holes. MacCormack invari-
ably fouond trouDle with his tee shots. le missed
an easy putt at the 11th for a win, and M'Con-
neil’s chip st the 12th- being stiff, this hele
was also halved. The end came at the 13th,
the most difficult hole on the course. After a
good drive MacCormack dufled his approach;
while his opnonent was also in trouble in the
rughes guarding the green. M'Cannell, however,
- chipped  back beaatifully and, sinking a iwo.
yards putt, won the hole in four, and the cham-
| plonship by 8 up and 5 to play.




